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Voting: it’s everyone’s responsibility
By Staff Sgt. Corey Baltos
Army North PAO

The Nov. 4 general 
election is just around 
the corner and it is im-
portant everyone makes 
their vote count. 

American citizens 
have the right to vote 
and beyond that it is a 
civic responsibility. Every 
adult, regardless of 
education level, personal 
wealth or anything else, 
has one vote, and that 
vote has the potential to 
impact the nation.

“The right to vote is 
one of the most funda-
mental rights afforded 
to U.S citizens,” said Lt. 
Col. Bill Willis, Voting 
officer for U.S. Army 
North. “The Federal Vot-
ing Assistance Program 
ensures all service mem-
bers have the tools and 

resources to vote from 
anywhere in the world.”

One of the most im-
portant reasons to vote 
is it gives Americans 
a voice on who will be 
passing laws and policies 
that affect them. Dwight 
D. Eisenhower, the 34th 
President of the United 
States said, “The future 
of this republic is in the 
hands of the American 
voter.”

For most military 
personnel and their 
families voting, many 
times, will not take place 
at the polling station but 

by absentee ballot. Go to 
http://www.FVAP.gov to 
request an absentee bal-
lot, and select the state 
you legally reside in to 
request your absentee 
ballot. Check your LES 
under state taxes to 
determine what state you 
legally reside in.

People who have 
already requested, but 
have not received their 
ballot, use the Federal 
Write-In Absentee Ballot 
as your back-up ballot.

Please keep in mind 
that mail delivery times 
for absentee ballots 
vary so it is important 
to request it as early as 
possible.

For more information 
on the Federal Vot-
ing Assistance Program 
please call FVAP at 800-
438-8683 or go to http://
www.FVAP.gov.

Across Joint Base San 
Antonio, Halloween ghouls 
and ghosts will roam base 
neighborhoods for sweet 
treats. For the safety of 
the trick-or-treaters and 
their families, participants 

are asked to conduct their 
candy conquests during 
specific hours.

Trick-or-treating hours at 
JBSA-Fort Sam Houston 
are 5-8 p.m., at JBSA-

Lackland 5-8 p.m., at 
JBSA-Randolph, 6-8 p.m. 

Keep an eye on your 
witches and goblins and 
have a safe Halloween 
night. 
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Hikers should travel 
in groups, Lund ad-
vised.

“You never know 
when you’ll get lost or 
need a wingman,” he 
said.

Hikers should also 
know when it’s time to 
return to their start-
ing point, Lund said. 
Weather changes, fa-
tigue, unexpected con-
ditions and darkness 
are all good reasons 
for turning back.

In addition to the 
Canyon Lake facility, 
destinations for hikers 
in the San Antonio 
area include McAllis-
ter Park, Government 
Canyon State Natu-
ral Area, Friedrich 
Wilderness Park Vista 
Loop Trail and Eisen-
hower Park Red Oak 
Trail, Lund said.

INFLUENZA VACCINATIONS
Army Public Health Nursing Satellite Influenza Clinic:
Military & Family Readiness Center
Building 2797, 3060 Stanley Road,                                                      
Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday: 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.;                      
Wednesday: 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.  For ages 6 months and older

Satellite Influenza Vaccination Station:
San Antonio Military Medical Center
Consolidated Tower near entrance C
Monday thru Friday: 6 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. For ages 12 years               
and older

SAMMC Pediatric Clinic 
Consolidated Tower, first floor
Monday through Thursday: 8-11 a.m. and 1-2 p.m.;                                                                                       
Friday: 9-11 a.m. and 1-2 p.m. For ages 6 months to 12 years

Adolescent Clinic
JBSA-Fort Sam Houston Primary Care Clinic 
Building 1179, 3100 Schofield Road
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday: 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; 
Tuesday: 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. For ages 12 years and older
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