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The Centennial of Military Flight in Texas celebration begins

By John Manguso
Director, FSH Museum

On March 2, 1910, Lt.
Benjamin Delahauf
Foulois was catapulted
into the air at the con-
trols of Signal Corps
Aircraft Number One
from the Cavalry Drill
Field on Fort Sam
Houston for a seven-
and-one-half-minute
flight.

This year, the U.S. Air
Force, U.S. Army and
City of San Antonio will
conduct a year-long
series of celebrations
and commemorations to
mark the Centennial of
Military Aviation.

On the 100th anniver-
sary of Foulois’ solo
flight, a re-enactment of
the event will be con-

ducted on Mac- Arthur
Parade Field, not far
from the original launch
point. This will be fol-
lowed by a heritage fly-
over and other cere-
monies.

During the centenni-
al celebration, the
Institute of Texas
Cultures and the Army
and Air Force museums
in San Antonio will be
conducting student
tours.

Special exhibits are
being shown at the
Institute of Texas
Cultures and the Fort
Sam Houston Museum.

Aviation-themed
events and flyovers will
be highlighted during
Fiesta, the Army birth-
day celebration in June,
the Air Force birthday

Foulois’ ground crew poses with a Signal Corps aircraft, circa 1911.

celebration in
September and the
Lackland Air Show in
November.

Fort Sam Houston
begins its celebration
activities with a series of

articles about early avia-
tion activities at the post.
The Fort Sam Houston
Museum will have spe-
cial exhibits dealing with
the birth of military avi-
ation and will set up dis-
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plays on MacArthur
Parade Field during the
re-enactment of the
1910 flight.

The Army Medical
Department Museum
will focus attention on

its exhibits about
aeromedical evacuation,
which was first attempt-
ed here at Fort Sam
Houston in 1917.

In late February, a
Wright Model B Flyer
will arrive at Fort Sam
Houston in preparation
for a re-enactment of
the first flight. It will be
put on display on
MacArthur Parade Field
and participate in the
ceremonies on March 2.

Another Wright Flyer
will be sent here to actu-
ally conduct the flyover.

As firm dates and
times for the numerous
Centennial of Military
Flight in Texas become
known, they will be
announced in this publi-
cation.



