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SUBJECT: Padlitical Do'sand Don’ts

1. PURPOSE. To explain permissble and impermissible paliticd activities by soldiers.
2. EXAMPLESOF PERMISSIBLE POLITICAL ACTIVITY. A soldier on active duty may—

a Regider, vote, and express apersonad opinion on political candidates and issues as a private
citizen, but not as a representative of the Armed Forces.

b. Promote and encourage other soldiers to exercise their voting franchise, if such promotion
does not conditute an attempt to influence or interfere with the outcome of an eection.

c¢. Join apoalitica club and atend its meetings when not in uniform.

d. Serveasan dection officid, if such serviceis not as a representative of a partisan politica
party, does not interfere with military duties, is performed while out of uniform, and has the prior
goprovad of the ingdlation commander.

e. Sign apetition for specific legidative action or a petition to place a candidate’ s name on an
officid dection bdlat, if the Snging does not obligate the soldier to engage in partisan political
activity and is done as a private citizen and not as a representative of the Armed Forces.

f. Write aletter to the editor of anewspaper expressing the soldier’ s persond views on public
issues or political candidates, if such action is not part of an organized |etter-writing campaign or
concerted solicitation of votes for or againgt apolitica party or partisan politica cause or candidate.

g. Make monetary contributionsto a politica organization, party or committee favoring a
particular candidate or date of candidates, subject to the limitations under 2 U.S.C. 8441aand 18
U.S.C. 8607.

h. Display apolitica sticker on the soldier’s private vehicle,

3. EXAMPLESOF PROHIBITED POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. A soldier on active duty will
not—

a. Useofficid authority or influence to interfere with an dection, affect the course or outcome of
an election, solicit votes for a particular candidate or issue, or require or solicit political
contributions from others.

b. Beacandidate for civil office in Federd, State, or local government, except as authorized in
AR 600-20, or engage in public or organized soliciting of others to become partisan candidates for
nomination or eection to civil office

c. Paticipatein partisan politica management or campaigns or make public speechesin the
course thereof.



d. Make a campaign contribution to another member of the Armed Forces or to acivilian officer
or employee of the United States for promoting a politica objective or cause.

e. Solicit or receive a campaign contribution from another member of the Armed Forces or from
acivilian officer or employee of the United States for promoting a politica objective or cause.

f. Allow or cause to be published partisan palitical articles signed or written by the soldier that
solicit votes for or againgt a partisan politica party or candidate.

0. Servein any officia capacity or be listed as a gponsor of a partisan palitica club.

h. Speak before a partisan politica gathering of any kind for promoting a partisan party or
candidate.

i. Participatein any radio, televison, or other program or group discussion as an advocate of a
partisan political party or candidate.

j. Conduct a palitica opinion survey under the auspices of a partisan politica group, or distribute
partisan political literature,

k. Use contemptuous words against the officeholders described in 10 U.S.C. 8888.

|. Perform clerical or other duties for a partisan political committee during acampaign or on an
election day.

m. Solicit or otherwise engage in fundraisng activities in Federd offices of facilitiesfor a
partisan politica cause or candidate.

n. March or ride in apartisan politica parade.

0. Display alarge palitica sign, banner, or poster (as distinguished from a bumper sticker) on the
top or sde of a private vehicle.

p. Paticipate in any organized effort to provide voters with trangportation to the pollsif the
effort is organized by, or associated with, a partisan political party or candidate.

g. Sl ticketsfor, or otherwise actively promote, palitical dinners and similar fundraising events.
r. Attend partisan politica events as an officia representative of the Armed Forces.

4. QUESTIONS? Cal your Ethics Counsdor at 221-2373/0485.
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